Knotty family tale goes without hitch

UNUSUALLY for a novel, this
one starts with a glossary of
knots — granny and reef, of
course, but also more esoteric
ones such as Jack Ketch's Col-
lar, Monkey's Fist and Carrick
Bend.

That done, we're into the story
Returning to Cornwall after 30
years' self-imposed exile in
Crete because his father has
suffered a stroke, Andrew goes
back to The Siding, an old rall-
way carriage that was his fam-
ily'sseaside retreat.

He recalls traumatic events
from his childhood, remember-
Ing knot-learning sessions with
his grandfather, a rope maker,
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who taught him that in anclent
times the art of tving was es-
teemed because knots kept
treasuras safe.

Told partly through hls own
memories, partly through those
of his mother, the book enables
the reader to unravel the family
history, much of which makes
harrowing reading.

In The Siding, Andrew returns
to knot making, helped by find-
ing his grandfather’'s copy of

The Ashley Book of Knots,
meets Sarah, a tango dancer
andsculptor.

She teases him into telling his
story and, ultimately, facing the
reality of what happened on the
day on the beach when he was
left in charge of his baby sister
and his mother disappeared, ap-
parently for ever

After his father’s death, can
she be found? Will she retwrn? Is
a happy family possihble?

Just like a complicated Knot,
the strands of the tale are woven
together into a haunting and
powerful story of love, betraval
and famlly secrets in this excel-
lent first novel.



